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KEEPSAKES—NINTH SERIES 


FOR ITS NEW SERIES of keepsakes, the first part of 
which is scheduled to appear this month, the Club has 
selected a subject closely allied to contemporary interests. 
In this year 1942 the lands bordering on the Pacific Ocean 
are claiming a larger share of the world’s attention than 
at any other period in history. In recognition of that fact 
the Club plans to issue a series of six pamphlets which in 
subject-matter and treatment are intended to honor the 
countries within this area that are allied in the present 
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struggle against the aggressor nations. This will be accom- 
plished by devoting each pamphlet to the publication of 
a short work characteristic of the literature and national 
spirit of one member of the group. The following nations, 
commonwealths and peoples will be represented: Austra- 
lia, Russia, China, Canada, the Philippines and the Dutch 
East Indies. 

It will be the aim to select for each pamphlet some brief 
prose work—it may be a short story, or an essay, or a folk 
tale, or a retelling of some heroic episode of its history— 
that illustrates a significant national trait and, to the 
thoughtful reader, suggests the qualities in a people that 
have impelled them in the present crisis to take up arms 
in defense of their way of life. The approach will be liter- 
ary ot historical, not political. The texts to be selected will 
relate to current events only to the extent that a love of 
justice and freedom, and the courage to fight for their 
preservation, are implicit in the material itself. The gen- 
eral title of the series will be ““Guardians of the Pacific.”’ 

The first part of “Guardians of the Pacific” is now in 
preparation and will be distributed to the members about 
June 30. The text relates to Australia and the booklet is 
being designed and printed by The Windsor Press, San 
Francisco. Subsequent parts will be issued at bimonthly 
intervals until the series of six is completed. Each part will 
be produced by a different California printer. 

One set of “Guardians of the Pacific’ will be supplied 
to each member and, as in earlier series, a limited number 
of duplicate sets will be available, at $5.00 per set, to those 
members who wish additional sets for use as gifts. Slip- 
cases, uniform with those furnished for previous series, 
will be made up and offered to members at cost; viz: 
$2.00 for all-cloth covering and $3.00 for cloth with mo- 
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rocco back. An order-card for duplicate sets and for slip- 
cases will be enclosed with the first part of the new series. 
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A NEW FIELD OF ACTIVITY? 
(THE FOLLOWING LETTER from a member of long 


standing contains a suggestion so interesting that the 
Club asked, and obtained, permission to print it in the 
quarterly. In granting our request the writer made one 
condition—that her name be withheld. Comment, pro 
and con, on the plan here outlined is invited.) 


Dear Mr. Lewits:—I wonder if the Club has ever con- 
sidered how it can extend its usefulness to include those 
students in our colleges and secondary schools who are 
interested in printing and collecting but who in most cases 
are not able to afford the regular membership dues of 
$10.00 per year? 

During the past ten or more years I have had occasion 
to see and talk with many young men and women (art 
students ) of college age, and I have been pleasantly sur- 
prised to find how many of them have a keen interest and 
curiosity about the esthetic side of bookmaking: design, 
type, illustrations, binding, etc. I have told some of them 
about the work of the Club and shown them many of its 
publications. But, as | have said, few are financially able 
to join, although most of them expressed regret at not 
being able to do so. 

My suggestion 1s this: Would it not be possible for the 
Club to offer limited membership to students who are 
sincerely interested, at a price they can afford? By pro- 
viding for such memberships, with dues, for instance, of 
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$5.00 per year, you would not only encourage | interest 1n 
Konnhd books but you might also influence sincere and 
talented young men and women to enter that field and 
contribute to the further development of fine bookmak- 
ing here in California—which, I believe, is one of the 
Club’s purposes. 

To the objection that dues of $5.00 per year would not 
cover the cost of such memberships, my reply would be 
that many of those admitted at this lower rate would no 
doubt want to continue their membership on the regular 
basis once their student days are over. Also, if it proved 
necessary to equalize the loss on such memberships by 
inviting some of us to pay a proportionately higher rate 
(of, say, $1 5.00 per year) I am sure the response would 
be generous. 

No doubt there are aspects of this matter that I have 
not fully considered and certain difficulties that would 
have to be ironed out. But I sincerely believe the Club 
will serve a worthy cause and in the end greatly broaden 
its influence and strengthen its position if a way can be 
found to enter this new field. 
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THE’ BIERGE CENTENARY 
THIS MONTH OF JUNE marks the hundredth anni- 


versary of the birth of one of the most important (and 
controversial) figures in Pacific Coast literature, Ambrose 
Bierce. His centenary is of particular interest to Califor- 
nians. Bierce was not born within the state, nor did he die 
here; in fact, more than two-thirds of his long life was 
spent elsewhere. Yet he is everywhere regarded as a Cali- 
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fornia writer, and properly so. For it was in California— 
in San Francisco—that he learned his trade of authorship 
and journalism. Here the greater part of his most endur- 
ing work was done, and here his reputation as a wit, 
satifist, critic, poet and musanthrope reached proportions 
greater than that enjoyed by any other California journal- 
ist before or since. 

Bierce was born, on a farm in Meigs County, Ohio, on 
June 24, 1842. Still under twenty, he volunteered for 
service with an Indiana infantry regiment at the outbreak 
of the Civil War. He served through the entire period of 
the conflict, was cited for bravery under fire, was twice 
wounded, and attained the rank of major. Soon after the 
war ended he came west and joined a favorite elder 
brother, Albert, in San Francisco. Like Bret Harte before 
him, he worked for a time in the local mint; then, again 
like Harte, he began contributing to the lively San Fran- 
cisco weeklies of the period. Within a few years he was 
editor of one of the most influential journals of this group, 
the ‘“News-Letter.”’ In 1872 he resigned his post and set 
off for London. There he spent the next four years in the 
congenial atmosphere of Fleet Street and it was there that 
his first three books—collections of satirical tales and 
fables—were published. His outlook broadened by this 
contact with an older civilization, and with the begin- 
nings of a reputation already established, he returned to 
San Francisco in 1876. During the next two decades, b 
his writings successively in the ‘““News-Letter,” the ““Ar- 

onaut”’ and the “Examiner,” he built up what was un- 
questionably the largest personal following ever accorded 
a Pacific Coast journalist. It was during this period too 
that he produced the limited number of short stories— 
published in such collections as ‘“Tales of Soldiers and 
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Civilians” and “Can Such Things Be?’’—that are be- 


lieved by many to constitute his most important work. 
An intermittent sufferer from asthma, Bierce found 
the climate of the bay region too damp for comfort and 
for many years he lived in self-imposed exile at country 
hotels of the interior, making only brief visits to San Fran- 
cisco. As time passed he professed also to find the cultural 
and political climate of the metropolis uncongenial (he 
considered San Francisco a hotbed of reformers, Socialists, 
corrupt politicians and bad trimesters) and when the “Ex- 
aminer’’ sent him to Washington, D. C., in 1896 he pub- 
licly stated his hope he would never have to return. Bierce 
made his headquarters in Washington for the next fifteen 
years, gradually retiring from journalism and devoting 
much time to assembling and editing his “Collected 
Works,”’ which were published, in twelve thick volumes, 
in 1909. Then, at the age of seventy-one, he set off late 
in 1913 ona pilgrimage that presently took him across the 
Rio Grande and into revolution-torn Mexico—a journey 
from which, as everyone knows, he never returned. 
Among the Club publications Bierce and his works are 
well represented. No less than six books by or about him 
carry the Club’s imprint. The first of these in order of 
time was a collection of three short stories, printed by 
John Henry Nash and published early in 1920. The 
stories (selected as the result of a questionnaire sent the 
members) were ““A Horseman in the Sky,” “A Watcher 
by the Dead” and “The Man and the Snake.” In 1921 
appeared “A Gracious Visitation,” by Emma Francis 
Dawson, for which an essay by Bierce on the author and 
her work was used as an introduction. The following year 
the Club published ‘The Letters of Ambrose Bierce”’ 


(Nash) , a substantial volume containing a wide selection 
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of Bierce’s pungent correspondence, edited by Bertha 
Pope (Bertha Damon) and with a memoir of Bierce by 
his friend and disciple, George Sterling. Sterling and 
Bierce also shared the titlepage of the next publication, 
_ the Club’s printing of the former’s ““The Testimony of 
the Suns,” issued in 1927. Included in this book was a 
facsimile reproduction of the manuscript of the poem, the 
margins of which contained numerous criticisms and 
comments in Bierce’s hand. This was followed in 1928 
by a handsome printing of what is perhaps Bierce’s best 
known poem, “An Invocation.” ‘The sixth volume of 
Bierciana on the Club list, ‘““Bierce and the Poe Hoax,” 
appeared in 1934—a retelling, by Carroll D. Hall, of an 
amusing literary hoax engineered by Bierce in the ’gos. 
A final Bierce item was “‘Selections from Prattle,” a pam- 
phlet issued as one of the parts of the Club’s keepsake 
series for 1936, the material for which was gathered by 
Carroll D. Hall and with an introduction by Joseph 
Henry Jackson. 
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ELECTED TO MEMBERSHIP 
THE FOLLOWING NAMES have been added to the 


roll since December: 


Name Sponsor 
Dr. H. M. F. Behneman San Francisco, Cal. Clive M. Saiz 
Chandler Hale Washington, D. C. Mrs. Frank A. West 
William E. Major Palo Alto, Cal. Gerald S. Levin 
Lee L. Stopple San Francisco, Cal. Oscar Lewis 
C. Bertrand Thompson San Francisco, Cal. George Fields 


Membership now stands at 515, a loss of approximately 
thirty since the first of the year. This rapid decline ts of 
course a matter of concern to the Club. Some shrinkage 
of the roll is perhaps inevitable in wartime, when matters 
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pertaining to the national welfare have, as 1s proper, the 
first claim on the time and resources of every citizen. On 
the other hand it is coming to be well understood that 
those organizations that acceptably serve educational, cul- 
tural and recreational ends are fully as necessary 1n war as 
in peace, and that they are deserving of the support neces- 
sary to their maintenance. Mindful of this fact, the Mem- 
bership Committee urgently recommends that those now 
on the roll not only retain their membership but that they 
make a special effort to persuade others of like interests to 
join. By so doing they will aid substantially in the task 
of bringing the Club safely through the difficult period 
that lies ahead. 
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NOTES ON PUBLICATIONS 
AS REGARDS the book publishing program the Club 


proposes to follow a careful and conservative policy during 
the period of the present emergency. Two factors have 
been taken into consideration 1n reaching this decision: 
first, the likelihood that demands growing out of the war 
will cut down the amount of time (and money) many 
members will have to devote to our publications, and, 
second, the prospect of growing shortages in the materials 
and labor that go into the production of the Club’s edi- 
tions. In view of this, the prudent course would seem to 
be to issue fewer titles and to select them with unusual 
care. 

During recent months a number of possible publica- 
tions have been under consideration and, although two 
of these fully meet the standard outlined in the preceding 
paragraph, no final decision has yet been made and their 
announcement will have to be postponed until a later 
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issue of the quarterly. Still another project, Earle V. 
Weller’s “Byron and the Countess Guiccioli,” originally 
announced for publication last December, has also been 
delayed (only temporarily, it is to be hoped ) by reason 
of the author’s desire to make certain changes in the scope 
and treatment of the work. 

Pending the completion of these projects, the Club 
lists below the publications now in print and reminds 
members that their order for any title, or titles, they wish 


to add to their collections will be promptly filled. 


AN ACCOUNT OF A VISIT TO CALIFORNIA IN 1826- 
27 by Captain F. W. Beechey. With a foreword by Edith M. 
Coulter and four color lithographs. The first reprinting of the 
California section of Beechey’s famous “Narrative.” The Grab- 
horn Press, 350 copies, $8.00. 


BALLADS OF ELDORADO. Selected, with a foreword, by 
Earle V. Weller. The best, and most readable, of California 
ballads, printed by the Ward Ritchie Press and strikingly illus- 
trated by Barse Miller. 300 copies. $3.00. 


FIRE AND OTHER POEMS by D. H. Lawrence. With an 
introduction by Robinson Jeffers and a note by Frieda Lawrence. 
A first edition by Lawrence and Jeffers and a distinguished re- 
cent example of Grabhorn Press printing. 300 copies. $3.50. 


CATO’S MORAL DISTICHS. A facsimile of a rare pamphlet 
printed by Benjamin Franklin, with text by Carl Van Doren 
and a leaf of Franklin printing. The Ward Ritchie Press. 300 
copies. $3.00. 

AN ORIGINAL ISSUE OF THE SPECTATOR: An essay 
on Addison, Steele and the Spectator by Eric Partridge, with a 
genuine issue of this famous 18th century paper bound in each 
copy. The Grabhorn Press. 450 copies. $6.00. 

THE HELMET OF MAMBRINO by Clarence King, with an 
introduction by Francis P. Farquhar. A tale of Spain, a barber's 
basin, and Don Horatio of San Francisco. University of Califor- 
nia Press. 300 copies. $2.00. 
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In addition to the above, the following earlier Club publica- 
tions are available, at one-third their original prices: 


ODES AND SONNETS by Clark Ashton Smith. Introduction 
by George Sterling. Selections from the work of a young Cali- 
fornia poet of great talent. Taylor & Taylor. 300 copies. $1.00. 


LILITH by George Sterling. A long narrative poem that ranks 
with the finest of Sterling’s productions. Taylor & Taylor. 350 


copies. $2.00. 


CONTINENT’S END: An Anthology of Contemporary 
California poets. The best of modern California poetry, selected . 
by George Sterling, Genevieve Taggard and James Rorty. John 
Henry Nash. 600 copies. $5.00. 


THE FINAL STANZA by Lewis Browne. An unpublished 
chapter of Browne’s life of Heine. Johnck & Seeger. 300 copies, 
signed by the author. $1.17. 


THE -PERSISTENCE, OF POETRY by | Witter Bauriiee 
Poetry’s place in the modern world. The Windsor Press. 300 
copies, signed by the author. $2.00. 


SIR WALTER SCOTT. Essays on the novelist by John 
Bucham and William V. Van Antwerp. Johnck & Seeger. 300 


copies. $1.00. 


BIERCE AND THE POE HOAX by Carroll D. Hall. Intro- 
duction by Carey McWilliams. A spirited retelling of an amus- 
ing episode in San Francisco journalism. The Windsor Press. 
250 copies. $1.00. 
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CALIFORNIA ON CANVAS (Continued) 


MEMBERS HAVE RECEIVED eight of the twelve 
parts of this series of keepsakes. Although the final four 
parts have been long delayed, the Club is glad to report 


that work on them is at last under way, with the prospect 
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bright for their completion within the next sixty days. 
The reasons for their non-delivery on schedule can be 
summed up in that convenient and comprehensive phrase 
“circumstances beyond our control’’—circumstances not 
unrelated to the present-day difficulty of securing an ade- 
quate supply of the proper kind of paper on which to print 
the folders. Meantime the Club commends the members 
for their patience and salutes their forbearance. We can do 
no more than repeat the philosophical comment made (in 
this same connection) some months ago. They will be 
worth waiting for. 


20> °0p c0p doe doe doe 


IMUISGEEEAINY: 


@ Several months ago, at a gathering in memory of 
Albert M. Bender, held at the Mills College art gallery, 
the Club’s president, Alfred Sutro, delivered an informal 
address in which he paid tribute to the varied benefac- 
tions, wide interests and warm human qualities of the late 
philanthropist. These remarks have been made into an 
attractive booklet by Miss Rosalind A. Keep at her print- 
ing shop, the Eucalyptus Press, on the Mills College cam- 
pus, and a limited number have been given the Club for 
distribution to members. Until our supply is exhausted, 
a copy will be sent to any member who applies for one. 


@ California fine printing was honored last May 14 
when the American Institute of Graphic Arts at its an- 
nual meeting in New York awarded the Institute’s gold 
medals to Edwin and Robert Grabhorn. A comprehensive 
collection of Grabhorn Press books was assembled and put 
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on display and a handsome (and uncommonly readable) 
catalogue was issued. The exhibition will be seen in San 
Francisco, and perhaps elsewhere on the Pacific Coast, 
later this year. 





THE BOOK CLUB OF CALIFORNIA, founded in 1912, is a 
non-commercial, non-profit association of booklovers and col- 
lectors who have a special interest in Pacific Coast literature and 
fine printing. 

Its chief aims are to further the interests of book collectors in 
the West, to promote an understanding and appreciation of fine 
books, and to enhance the pleasures that come from their collec- 
tion and study. These aims find expression in the following 
activities: 


PUBLICATIONS: The Club publishes two or three books a 
year, in editions of from 250 to 350 copies, which are sold at cost, 
and only to members. The publications are selected examples of 
the work of the foremost fine printers of the West. KEEP- 
SAKES: Each year the Club issues and distributes to members 
a series of keepsakes, in six or twelve parts, each of which is de- 
signed by a different Pacific Coast printer. NEWS-LETTER: 
This quarterly keeps members informed of Club activities and 
presents in each number brief papers on various phases of book 
collecting, with special reference to the interests of Western col- 
lectors. The News-Letter, like the keepsakes, is supplied without 
cost to the members. 

The Club ts limited to six hundred members. When vacancies 
exist membership is open to all who are in sympathy with its 
aims and whose applications are approved by the Board of Di- 
rectors. Regular Membership involves no responsibilities beyond 
payment of the annual dues of $10.00, there being no initiation 
fee. Dues date from the month of the member’s election. 

The Club’s policies and activities are governed by a board of 
directors, elected annually. The present officers and directors are: 
Alfred Sutro, President; Flodden W. Heron, Vice-President; 
Oscar Lewis, Secretary; E. V. Weller, Allen L. Chickering, C. 
O. G. Miller, James K. Moffitt, Morgan A. Gunst, Directors. 


